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	Old Orchard Primary School

LANGUAGES POLICY 



Philosophical Basis

We live in an increasingly culturally and linguistically diverse world, in an age where information, communication and global markets are playing an ever-increasing role. The ability to communicate effectively in other languages and understand people from other cultures is of ever increasing importance and requires the learner to move outside the norms, practices and acquired behaviours of their familial environment. Languages other than English broaden children’s experience both socially and culturally, and foster tolerance and respect for other people and their way of life. It increases children’s awareness of the multicultural/multilingual nature of Australian society and it contributes to the development of our social, cultural and economic resources. Learning another language  contributes to the development of skills in deeper thinking and reflection, which are transferable to other learning areas.
Old Orchard Primary School’s selected Language is Mandarin.
Guidelines
The Languages program at Old Orchard PS will :

· be developed according to the guidelines for this domain of the Australian Curriculum. 
· contain units of work that are planned in relation to the Old Orchard PS F-6 Inquiry Learning Scope and Sequence document where possible.
· develop knowledge, understanding and the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing necessary for effective interaction in another language.
· develop an understanding of the linguistic and cultural diversity in our community and in international communities based on the content descriptions contained within the Australian Curriculum.
· explore the nature of languages as systems by making comparisons between the selected language and English, leading to an appreciation of linguistic structures and vocabulary.
· enable students to develop knowledge and understanding of social, historical, familial relationships and other aspects of the selected language and culture. 
· develop and foster positive and cross cultural attitudes, interaction and acceptance through an appreciation of and respect for the views of others, and for the way of life, culture and thought in communities where the selected language is, or has been used.
· prepare students for a broader range of experiences in their future learning of the language and to further develop citizens who have an intercultural awareness with a sense of personal and cultural identity.
· develop a profile within the school community through the presentation and display of students’ work. 

· appoint a Languages coordinator who will coordinate the development and implementation of Languages across the school, planning and implementing cross curricular activities - language-based multicultural day, Language excursions, and communicating and fostering the relationship with our sister school.
Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed regularly in accordance with DET guidelines and procedures, and recommendations from school council.  
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